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Why I need a portfolio?

Are you one among these?
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• If you’re a freelancer, then you’d need 
one to showcase your work and allow 
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Are you one among these?
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.people to contact you.
• If you’re a student (or unemployed), then 

you’d need one to show prospective 
employers how good you are and what 

  d   th t th  i ht hi  
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oyou can do, so that they might hire you.
• If you’re part of a studio, then you might 

use one to blog about your design life, 
show people what you’re doing and build 

 li  your online presence.
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Types of Portfolio: We need all of them!

• ONLINE
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ONLINE
– Behance Network 

www.behance.net
– Coroflot Portfolios

www coroflot com
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.www.coroflot.com
– Deviant Art 

www.deviantart.com
– CPULuv
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– Or upload in your own web 

server
• Photos
• Photoshop images
• 3D Rendered images
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Types of Portfolio: We need all of them!

tw
it
te

r.
co

m
/a

nt
zf

x

ONLINE
– Behance Network 

www.behance.net
– Coroflot Portfolios

www coroflot com

m
 |

M
ar

ch
 2

00
9 

| 
w

w
w

.www.coroflot.com
– Deviant Art 

www.deviantart.com
– CPULuv

l

an
as

ka
@

an
tz

Fx
.c

owww.cpluv.com
– Or upload in your own web 

server
• Photos
• Photoshop images
• 3D Rendered images

18http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2008/03/04/creating-a-successful-online-portfolio/



Types of Portfolio: We need all of them!

• OFFLINE
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OFFLINE
– Hard copy (Print)
– Soft copy (*.PDF)
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• Softwares that may help
– Microsoft PowerPoint
– Adobe Photoshop
– Adobe Illustrator
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oAdobe Illustrator
– Adobe InDesign
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• One of the key ingredients to creating 

How do I start?
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One of the key ingredients to creating 
a successful portfolio is to approach it 
like you would a client project.

– Set aside the time needed to 
achieve the goals you’ve outlined 
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.achieve the goals you ve outlined 
for the portfolio. 

– Make sure you set up deadlines so 
that you have key targets to hit.
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How do I start?

• Collect the following!
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g
– Scanned copies of:

• Doodles, Thumb nail sketches
• Illustrations
• Renderings, Paintings
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• News articles

– Photos of:
• Soft Models
• Prototypes
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• Display of them in pavilions
– Softcopies of:

• Photoshop files:- Renderings, 
T-shirt designs, posters…

• 3D images:- 3DSMax, Maya, 
SolidWorks, CATIA

• Competition entries
21



• I often hear from young designers just getting into the business who are concerned that their 

What? You have Nothing?

“
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I often hear from young designers just getting into the business who are concerned that their 
portfolios only contain school work. Is that good enough? In a word: no.

These days, there's no excuse for not creating your own real-world work, with or without clients. 
Design a WordPress theme or skin an open source app  Better yet  find a community 

“
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.Design a WordPress theme or skin an open source app. Better yet, find a community 
organization and volunteer your skills by offering to redesign their site. This has the added 
benefit of building your client relationship skills and your ability to work within constraints of 
audience, technology, budget, and schedule.

an
as

ka
@

an
tz

Fx
.c

o

Just get out there, do good work, and show it off to the world.
– Jeffrey Veen, Google Analytics ”• There’s a big difference between having one project to show in your portfolio and having 

none.
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Building it, step by step…

• Use your favorite software (software 
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Use your favorite software (software 
you are comfortable with) to arrange 
your work

• Softwares that may help
Microsoft PowerPoint
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.– Microsoft PowerPoint
– Adobe Photoshop
– Adobe Illustrator
– Adobe InDesign
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• Start with either your recent work or 
with a much appreciated work.

• The idea is to create an impact!

23



• You should remember that a potential employer will probably make up their mind within the first 

This is another quote coming your way…

“
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You should remember that a potential employer will probably make up their mind within the first 
half-dozen pieces you show—if you’ve got the goods, get them to the front of the portfolio so 
they act as a hook. Certainly when I would look through portfolios, if I didn’t see what I liked 
early on I wouldn’t bother going much further. And if I did go further and unearthed better 
work buried deep, I’d inevitably wonder why it wasn’t shown early on, leaving questions about 

“
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.p, y y y , g q
the candidate’s understanding of their own work.

The main rule here is get to your portfolio quickly and show your best hand. Only once you’ve 
made the cut as a potential candidate can you afford to show extra work, talk about yourself, 
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omade the cut as a potential candidate can you afford to show extra work, talk about yourself, 
or go off topic.

– Collis Ta'eed, FreelanceSwitch.com”
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Never forget this!

• The three essential things for an effective 
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The three essential things for an effective 
portfolio are:
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Never forget this!
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The three essential things for an effective 
portfolio are:

• SIMPLICITY
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SIMPLICITY• SIMPLICITY
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What else to include?

• big high-quality images wherever 
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big high quality images wherever 
possible

• a short description for each project
• Include the different skills that you 

needed to complete the project
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• stages of development for your projects
• how you arrived at the final outcome
• what software was used during 
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Straight to the point

• Language
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Language
– Be friendly and personal.
– Be clear and precise
– Don’t ramble. 
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– Once you write all the text, read it 
again and see if you can cut it in 
half.
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• Ernest Hemingway’s writing tips
– Use short sentences.
– Use short first paragraphs.

Use vigorous English– Use vigorous English.
– Be positive, not negative.
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Ha! You…

• It’s all about you  
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It s all about you. 
• Share your background, where you 

came from, how many years you’ve 
been in the business, etc. 

• The more details you give  the better 
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.• The more details you give, the better 
your users can form a bond and build 
trust with you. 

• Show a picture of yourself. 
D ’  b  f id  h  ff  d  
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and recognition here
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Where’s the contact?

• Your contact information should be 
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Your contact information should be 
obvious and easy to access.

• Don’t hide it in the footer.
– Name

M bil  b
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.– Mobile number
– E-mail address
– Snail mail address

• Also,
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,
– Website
– Blog
– Twitter account
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Toppings!

• Blog
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Blog
– Blog about your area of expertise
– Show that you know what you’re 

talking about.
L  l  f ll   b  
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.– Let people follow you by 
subscribing to an RSS feed.

– Be sure to enable comments for 
feedback.
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Toppings!

• Social Networking Websites
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Social Networking Websites
– Make it clear that they can follow 

you on 
• Twitter.com

F b k
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.• Facebook.com
• Flickr.com
• LinkedIn.com
• Orkut.com
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– Make the most of social networks 
and have a group of friends to call 
on if needed.
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Thank you!

• Suggested Links:
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• http://www.astheria.com/design/my-last-portfolio-sucked-yours-might-too
• http://www.copyblogger.com/ernest-hemingway-top-5-tips-for-writing-well/
• http://www.davidairey.com/miskeeto-logo-design/
• http://www.digital-web.com/articles/the_perfect_portfolio/
• http://www.marioweiss.ch
• http://www pranavmistry com
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.• http://www.pranavmistry.com
• http://rohitbhargava.typepad.com/weblog/2008/12/9-ways-to-make.html
• http://rohitbhargava.typepad.com/weblog/2008/12/the-5-stages-of.html
• http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2009/02/26/10-steps-to-the-perfect-portfolio-website/
• http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2008/03/04/creating-a-successful-online-portfolio/
• http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2008/11/26/50-beautiful-and-creative-portfolio-designs/
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